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Historical Background:
On February 9, 1942 the Japanese assaulted the northwestern front of the British colony of

Singapore. The shoreline between Kranji river and the Johor-Singapore causeway was defended
by the Australian 27th Brigade under the command of Brigadier Duncan Maxwell. In the early
hours of February 10, 1942 the Japanese suffered heavy losses on their move along the Kranji

river from heavy Australian machine gun and mortar fire. Many Japanese died in the river Kranji
from burning oil in the water, which came from the Woodland depot. The commander of the

Japanese Imperial Guards, Takuma Nishimura, requested for the permission to retreat, but was
rejected by the supreme command. The Australian commander Maxwell had limited

communication with his division headquarter. He was concerned, that his force would be cut off
by the fighting at Sarimbun and Juorong in the West, so his troops withdrew from the seafront

in the mangrove swamps. This allowed the Japanese to land in increasing strength and to
capture the Kranji village. They also took control of the Woodlands village and started repairing

the Singapore causeway without Allied attacks.
The stage is set, the battle lines are drawn, and you are in command. The rest is history.
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